2012 All-Ohio Thespian Production
Information Packet

The Laramie Project

By Moises Kaufman and the Members of Tectonic Theatre Project

ALL-OHIO STAFF

Director…..Nancy Andersen Wolfgang, Youngstown State University

Technical Director…..Jamie Stamper, Beaverceek High School

All-Ohio Coordinator:  Jeremy Imboden, Huber Heights High School

All-Ohio Coordinator:  Diana Evans Vance, Hilliard Davidson High School

Staffing requirement

Cast:  8-16 men and women
Crew:  stage manager, 1 assistant stage manager, 2 lighting/projection technicians, sound technician, 2 costumers/makeup, publicist/public relations crew, prop/running crew

Performance requirements:

· All-Ohio ensemble members must be registered delegates for the 2012 Ohio EdTA State Conference.  Two performances will be presented Friday night of conference. After strike (for which all company members will remain), All-Ohio participants will become a member of their own troupes for the remainder of the conference.
· All-Ohio ensemble members must be available for the March 18 Parent’s Preview  at Centerville High School.
· This production will be screened for performance at the International Thespian Festival.  If selected, students MUST agree to attend the 2012 International Thespian Festival at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln from June 24-July 1 (Cost for participation in the festival will be the student’s responsibility although some financial help may be available. Students must be available for additional rehearsals  June 22-24.)
· If selected for this production, students MUST agree to attend ALL rehearsals and the ENTIRE state conference.  Additionally, if the show is selected for participation in The International Festival, students MUST agree to attend ALL rehearsals and the ENTIRE international conference.
· Students must be a THESPIAN (active status) in order to be a member of the All-Ohio production.
All-Ohio Participation Fee:  Each All-Ohio ensemble member must pay a $30 participation fee, which is due BEFORE the FIRST rehearsal weekend in January and must be paid in cash, by money order, or by school check. This money is used to help offset a portion of the cost of housing, food, and social activities during all-Ohio rehearsal weekends.  Students are not responsible for housing or food costs once they arrive at rehearsal.  Students are required to register for state conference with their schools.

Director’s Note about the production:

On October 7, 1998, a young gay man was discovered bound to a fence in the hills outside Laramie, Wyoming.  He had been savagely beaten and left to die.  He lay tied to the fence for 18 hours, suffering hypothermia in addition to his horrendous injuries until a mountain biker accidentally found him.  His name was Matthew Shepard, and the crime shocked the nation, spurring new legislation regarding hate crimes and advocacy for LGBT rights.   The Laramie Project was written by Moisés Kaufman and the Members of the Tectonic Theater Project.  These actors/writers visited Laramie six times over two years and interviewed many of the people involved in the case.  They compiled the interviews into a play.  Originally, the play was performed by eight actors who portrayed over 60 characters to tell Matthew’s story.

Our production may use up to16 actors-8 men and 8 women.  It is important to understand that the topics discussed in The Laramie Project are not easy.  It contains profanity, slurs regarding sexual orientation, and explicit descriptions of the murder.  Since the play is constructed of the actual words of those interviewed, I will not be editing any dialogue.  We will present the show in its entirety.  I would encourage any student and their parents to read the entire play before auditioning.  It is not my intent to offend, but, being a parent myself, I want to make sure all those choosing to be involved go into this with eyes wide open.  I firmly believe it will change your life.  It changed mine.  

Nancy Andersen Wolfgang-director

Cast/Crew Auditions:

Sunday, December 4, 2011, at 1 p.m. at Dublin Scioto High School in the Columbus area and should complete pages 1-5 of the All-Ohio application. 

Students should prepare

For acting auditions:  Acting applicants will present a one to three-minute monologue from a contemporary drama which is fully memorized and best demonstrates the student’s acting ability.  Additionally, students will be asked to relate a personal story from their own lives that reveals something about themselves.

For management and technical staff interviews:  a tech portfolio for presentation and discussion during the interview.  The portfolio must be bound in a large scrapbook or notebook format or digitally.  The portfolio should be in order by show with the most recent show first.  Take time to label items.  If you choose to present a digital portfolio, you must provide your own laptop and/or other equipment.  Be read to discuss intelligently your accomplishments and experiences.  You will be responsible for leading this discussion.  You will have only 5 minutes for your presentation.  The following list suggests what you should include in your portfolio:
1. your resume
2. photographs, particularly close-ups, of your work (set, costumes, etc.)
3. paperwork (set designs, prompt books, light plots, prop lists, ground plans, renderings, cue sheets
Background:  The annual All-Ohio Show is one of the most exciting projects that Ohio EdTA offers to Thespians in Ohio.  Each Thespian troupe may send up to SIX REGISTERED THESPIANS to audition for the cast,  SIX REGISTERED THESPIANS to interview for production/technical positions.  Once chosen, cast and crew meet for their rehearsal weekends and the day prior to the state conference.  The show will be the opening featured show of the 2012 Ohio EdTA State Conference at Centerville High School.  The All-Ohio project intends to provide participating students an experience with a high and advanced level of theatrical production.  Involvement in the All-Ohio show is a special honor for the schools as well as an unforgettable experience for the students.

@ohedta.org
Rehearsal/Production Commitments for Cast and Crew:

· Friday evening, January 13 through Monday late afternoon, January 16 (Martin Luther King weekend) at Centerville High School.  Arrive 7P/Depart 5P

· Friday evening, February 17 through Monday late afternoon, February 20 (Presidents’ Day weekend) at Centerville High School—Arrive 7P/Depart 5P

· Friday evening, March 16 through Sunday late afternoon, March 18 at Centerville High School.  Arrive 7P/Depart 5P

· Thursday evening, March 29 through Friday afternoon, March 30 at Centerville High School.  Arrive 7P
· All students need to secure time off school if necessary to meet the rehearsal commitment on March 29th.

Performance Commitment:  Sunday afternoon, March 18 and Friday evening, March 30 at Centerville High School during the Ohio EdTA 2011 State Conference

Housing during rehearsal weekends:  What you should expect
1.  During rehearsal weekends, students must stay in Ohio EdTA assigned housing.

2.  Expect to bring a pillow, a sleeping bag and/or a comforter.

3.  Students will be held accountable for being at their assigned housing by the designated curfew and will remain there.

4.  Expect to park your vehicle, if you drive to rehearsal weekend, at the rehearsal site.  Students will be transported to and from their assigned housing to the rehearsal site by their hosts.

5.  Students are expected to be “good guests.”

6.  All meals will be provided throughout rehearsal weekends.

7.  Students will be under direct adult supervision the entire rehearsal weekend.

8.  Parents of All-Ohio students will be provided with specific housing assignment and phone contact information prior to each rehearsal weekend

Application and Forms:

Students auditioning/interviewing for the All-Ohio Show are to complete and submit the following forms, postmarked no later than Friday, November 18, 2010.  Late or incomplete applications will not be accepted.

1. audition application with photograph
2. resume

3. emergency medical form

4. teacher nomination form

5. troupe director nomination form

6. participation consent and academic eligibility forms with necessary signatures

Questions:  Contact D. Vance at <dvance@ohedta.org> or (614)771-2299 [days] or (614)771-8025 [evenings].

SEND ALL FORMS IN ONE ENVELOPE TO:



Diana Vance  -  All-Ohio Thespian application



Hilliard Davidson HS



5100 Davidson Rd.



Hilliard, OH  43026

