The 2010 All-Ohio Thespian Production
Information Packet

Indian Blood

By A. R. Gurney
ALL-OHIO STAFF

Director…..Doreen Dunn, Columbus, OH
Technical Director…..Scott Price, Ashland University
All-Ohio Coordinator:  Gloria McIntyre, Ohio Educational Theatre Association
All-Ohio Coordinator:  Diana Evans Vance, Hilliard Davidson High School

Staffing requirements:

Cast:  11 men and women (6 male, 5 female)
Crew:  stage manager, 1 production assistant,  2 assistant stage managers, lighting technician, sound technician, costumers, publicist/public relations crew, building/running crew, and design team

Performance requirements:

· All-Ohio ensemble members must be registered delegates for the 2010 Ohio EdTA State Conference.  Two performances will be presented Friday night of conference.  After strike (for which all company members will remain), All-Ohio participants will become a member of their own troupes for the remainder of the conference.
· All-Ohio ensemble members must be available for the March 14 Parent’s Preview @ 3 p.m. at Ashland University.
· This production will not be screened for performance at the International Thespian Festival.
· If selected, students MUST agree to attend ALL rehearsals and the ENTIRE state conference.
· Students must be a THESPIAN (active status) in order to be a member of the All-Ohio production.
All-Ohio Participation Fee:  Each All-Ohio ensemble member must pay a $25 participation fee, which is due BEFORE the FIRST rehearsal weekend in January and must be paid in cash, by money order, or by school check. This money is used to help offset the cost of housing, food, and social activities during all-Ohio rehearsal weekends.  Students are not responsible for housing or food costs once they arrive at rehearsal.  Students are required to register for state conference with their schools; however, All-Ohio participants will pay a reduced conference fee of $30.

Information about the show
INDIAN BLOOD  is a memory play, a period piece, a coming-of-age comedy, and a family drama.  It has been called a “snow globe” for the stage.  

The play takes place in the mid-1940s. Sixteen-year-old Eddie blames his tendencies towards bad behavior on his "Indian blood," as he's been told there's a Seneca Indian somewhere in his family tree. It stirs him to do things like draw an obscene picture (of Injun Joe and Glenda the Good playing doctor) in his Latin class -- an activity that results in his suspension from school. Eddie is in this jam because his loathsome cousin Lambert has squealed on him to the authorities and is now in possession of that very same crumpled-up drawing, with which he’s about to blackmail Eddie — maybe show it to Eddie’s grandmother in front of the whole family at Christmas — whereupon Gog, as Eddie affectionately calls his grandmother, will probably die of the weak heart that she proclaims to one and all in every fourth or fifth sentence.  However, in the end, Eddie’s mother, a radical woman for her time, saves the day and all ends happily.  

The play has been called a love letter to theatre itself. "We all have, all through our lives, crossroads and transitions," says A.R. Gurney, one of America's most produced playwrights. "But the ones you have when you're an adolescent I think are different, because you're discovering a lot of new things about yourself, your possibilities. And you're very much aware of the limitations of your parents; they become less like gods and more like people. All these things occur when you're that age."  In a unique addition, the playwright challenges both actors and audiences by specifying invisible characters, limited sets and a minimal amount of props — only a piece of paper and chairs.  "The imaginative aspects of the theater have always excited me: How much can you say with language and gesture and situation?”  The character of Eddie, who speaks directly to the audience narrating the play as it goes along, references Our Town and often invokes the power of imagination in the theater to explain why there's not more furniture and special effects.  The action culminates with each character (including the invisible ones) performing a specialty, either singing or dancing, capped off by a rollicking game of musical chairs, performed with several unseen actors mixed in with the real ones.  

CHARACTERS





EDDIE - a young boy of 16

JANE - Eddie's mother (must sing)

HARVEY - Eddie's father

GRANDMOTHER - Eddie's very proper grandmother

GRANDFATHER - Eddie's easygoing grandfather

LAMBERT - Eddie's sneaky teenage cousin

MR. KENYON - Eddie's Latin teacher  

PAUL - Eddie's “bachelor” uncle

MRS. GARVER - Lambert's mother

ANNIE - Grandmother's young maid (with Irish accent)

MRS. STAWICKI - Grandfather's secretary

The play is performed without intermission and requires whole sequences of accurate mime:  setting a table, eating elaborate meals, playing the piano, decorating a Christmas tree, dancing with an invisible partner, etc.  There are also 3 fight sequences - one of which is done entirely in slow motion. 

Cast/Crew Auditions:

Sunday, December 6, 2009, at 11 a.m. at Hilliard Davidson High School in the Columbus area
Students should prepare

For acting auditions:  Each actor should prepare a short mime sequence (1 minute or less) that involves eating.  In addition, you will be asked to do a cold reading from the script.  For the role of Eddie, actors must prepare a short memorized monologue from any play of your choice.

For management and technical staff interviews:  a tech portfolio for presentation and discussion during the interview.  The portfolio must be bound in a large scrapbook or notebook format or digitally.  The portfolio should be in order by show with the most recent show first.  Take time to label items.  If you choose to present a digital portfolio, you must provide your own laptop and/or other equipment.  Be read to discuss intelligently your accomplishments and experiences.  You will be responsible for leading this discussion.  You will have only 5 minutes for your presentation.  The following list suggests what you should include in your portfolio:
1. your resume
2. photographs, particularly close-ups, of your work (set, costumes, etc.)
3. paperwork (set designs, prompt books, light plots, prop lists, ground plans, renderings, cue sheets
Background:  The annual All-Ohio Show is one of the most exciting projects that Ohio EdTA offers to Thespians in Ohio.  Each Thespian troupe may send up to SIX REGISTERED THESPIANS to audition for the cast and SIX REGISTERED THESPIANS to interview for production/technical positions.  Once chosen, cast and crew meet for their rehearsal weekends and the day prior to the state conference.  The show will be the opening featured show of the 2010 Ohio EdTA State Conference at Ashland University.  The All-Ohio project intends to provide participating students an experience with a high and advanced level of theatrical production.  Involvement in the All-Ohio show is a special honor for the schools as well as an unforgettable experience for the students.

@ohedta.org
Rehearsal/Production Commitments:

· Friday evening, January 15 through Monday late afternoon, January 18 (Martin Luther King weekend) at Ashland University.  Arrive 7P/Depart 5P

· Friday evening, February 12 through Monday late afternoon, February 15 (Presidents’ Day weekend) at Hilliard Davidson High School—Arrive 7P/Depart 5P

· Friday evening, March 12 through Sunday late afternoon, March 14 at Ashland University.  Arrive 7P/Depart 5P

· Thursday evening, March18 through Friday afternoon, March 19 at Ashland University.  Arrive 7P
· All students need to secure time off school if necessary to meet the rehearsal commitment on March 19th.
Performance Commitment:  Sunday afternoon, March 14 and Friday evening, March 19 at Ashland University during the Ohio EdTA 2010 State Conference
Housing during rehearsal weekends:  What you should expect
1.  During rehearsal weekends, students must stay in Ohio EdTA assigned housing.

2.  Expect to bring a pillow, a sleeping bag and/or a comforter.

3.  Students will be held accountable for being at their assigned housing by the designated curfew and will remain there.

4.  Expect to park your vehicle, if you drive to rehearsal weekend, at the rehearsal site.  Students will be transported to and from their assigned housing to the rehearsal site by their hosts.

5.  Students are expected to be “good guests.”

6.  All meals will be provided throughout rehearsal weekends.

7.  Students will be under direct adult supervision the entire rehearsal weekend.

8.  Parents of All-Ohio students will be provided with specific housing assignment and phone contact information prior to each rehearsal weekend

Application and Forms:

Students auditioning/interviewing for the All-Ohio Show are to complete and submit the following forms, postmarked no later than Friday, November 20, 2009.  Late or incomplete applications will not be accepted.

1. audition application with photograph
2. resume

3. emergency medical form

4. teacher nomination form

5. troupe director nomination form

6. participation consent and academic eligibility forms with necessary signatures
Questions:  Contact D. Vance at <dvance@ohedta.org> or (614)771-2299 [days] or (614)771-8025 [evenings].

SEND ALL FORMS IN ONE ENVELOP TO:



Diana Vance


Attn:  All-Ohio Thespian application



Hilliard Davidson HS


5100 Davidson Rd.



Hilliard, OH  43026
